The 21st Annual

WOMEN’S FESTIVAL OF CRAFTS

November 26, 27, and 28, 2010
July 2010

Dear Craftswoman,

Summertime Greetings!  I was hoping that the applications would go out even earlier, but I’d been negotiating with The Firehouse Gallery to expand into that space.  Unfortunately, I found out today that it won’t be an option for this year.

Thanks to everyone who filled out the surveys---they provided wonderful guidance for our future.  Here is just some of the feedback:

*Women voted to keep Friday night, and to leave the rest of the hours and dates as they are now.

*It was decided that women from outside of Vermont should be “grandmothered in”, but only women who live in VT should be included from now on.

*The overall feeling is to keep the show at City Hall, but to expand it to another venue, in addition.  That’s why I was pursuing The Firehouse Gallery as an option. 

A new process has been developed based on all of the feedback I received.  In order to:  satisfy the jury vs. non-jury question, reduce the stress level of having to get the applications back immediately, e-mail vs. snail mail for the application process, the overall opinion that we should limit categories of types of art, and the fairness of postmarks from further away, here’s the new process:

-For this year ONLY, I have mailed applications to each of you.  

-You will have two weeks to get the application back to me.  In order to be considered for this year’s show, you need to get the application back to me by August 5.  Based on the popularity of this show, the sooner the better!

-Applications will be divided by types of artwork which you have circled on the application.

-First preference is given based on the return postmark on the application, then based on filling specific categories of crafts (and not over-filling other categories).

-Artists will then be notified by e-mail as to whether or not they are in this year’s show.  If an artist does not have e-mail, she will be notified by snail mail or phone.

-In future years, communications will come to you via e-mail to reduce the amount of paper used, postage spent, and time necessary to complete mailings.  Applications will be available online at www.womensfestivalofcrafts.com.  (Allowances will be made for women who are not computer-friendly.)  You will then need to download the application from the website.  If you do not have computer access, you can either ask someone to download a copy for you….or get in touch with me and I will send you an application.

We will be at City Hall at 149 Church Street in Burlington again this year.  The Women’s Fest will be open for the following hours:  Friday, November 26 from 5:00-9:00 p.m., Saturday, November 27 from 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., and Sunday, November 28 from 10:00-5:00.  You need to be there for all 3 days in order to participate---no exceptions.  The application fee is $125.  With so many women and limited spaces available, I suggest that you get your application back immediately and/or share space.  Traditionally, the show fills up within a few days!  There is no jury, but you need to give your word that you handcraft your own items, and that you will be there to promote and sell them.

YOU MUST MAIL THE APPLICATION BACK!!!  The postmark is how I track the return mailing date from you.  PLEASE DO NOT DROP THE APPLICATION OFF AT MY HOUSE or you will not be considered.  No exceptions.  (Additional time is allowed for those who live further away.)

Details of the show:

*Vendors fill all 3 floors and each space is approximately 8 ft. x 6 ft., but may vary because of the layout at City Hall.

*You must bring everything you need for your own booth, i.e. table, chair, display, etc.

*There is very limited electricity.  Please bring heavy-duty extension cords, powerstrip, and duct tape.

*Set-up times are:  Friday from 2:00-5:00 p.m. (just prior to the show’s opening), Saturday from 9:00-10:00 a.m. and Sunday from 9:00-10:00 a.m..

*The show will be open on Friday from 5:00-9:00 p.m., Saturday from 10:00-6:00 and Sunday from 10:00-5:00.  Again, you must be there for ALL of those days & hours.

*Parking is always difficult.  You may ONLY park in front of City Hall on Saturday morning to unload---please park on the lefthand side of the street in a straight line, not parallel parking (we need to keep the lane open for large trucks, etc.).  Otherwise, Church Street is closed to through traffic.

*For those in the Main Lobby, setting up is tricky.  The staff at City Hall needs to move all of the furniture from Contois Auditorium into the Clerk’s Office, which doesn’t close until 4:30 on Friday afternoon.  That leaves the lobby crafters with a bit of a scramble to set up from 4:30-5:00 just prior to the show’s opening.  Patience is a virtue.

*There has been a slight increase in the vendor fee.  This will cover expanded marketing.

Please re-read the above info before contacting me.  If you still have questions, please  contact me at meganjhumphrey@gmail.com or call 864-7528.

Thanks so much and I’m looking forward to another successful festival,

                                                                                                            Megan Humphrey
The 21st Annual

WOMEN’S FESTIVAL OF CRAFTS

November 26-28, 2010

Your Name:______________________________________________

Business Name:_____________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Website:__________________________________________

Home Phone:___________ Cell Phone:_________________

E-mail:____________________________________________

Your craft:_____________________________________________

Please circle the type/types of craft you create (feel free to circle more than one):

Jewelry          Ceramics           Clothing                 Food            Mixed Media  

 Paper Goods (greeting cards, journals, etc.) 

Photography     Glass       Face or Body painting    

Mixed Fibers/Textiles       Bath/Beauty            Dried Flowers         Woodenware       Dolls                    Fine Art (paintings, etc.)  

Other:____________________________________________ 

Description of display (please include photo if necessary):

_____________________________________________________________

If possible, would you like the same space as last year?_______

Do you need electricity?________

Special needs, requests: 

_____________________________________________________________

Number of Postcards for promotion  ___________  

Number of Posters____________ 

Please make check out for $125 payable to: Megan J. Humphrey.  

Questions?  Contact me at meganjhumphrey@gmail.com or 

864-7528. Please return application to Megan Humphrey, 

13 St. Louis Street, Burlington, VT 05401                               

Thanks!

